ABSTRACT 

A communication system communicates control data In unused segments 
in the data stream of an asynchronous channel. The communication system 
includes a transmitting unit and a receiving unit. The transmitting unit transmits 
communications data to the receiving unit via the asynchronous channel, in 
compliance with the channel's asynchronous protocol. However, the transmitting 
unit transmits control data to the receiving unit in unused segments of the data 
stream. 
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